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The solidification of an alloy of eutectic com-
position will proceed at that constant tempera-
ture until the whole will become solidified, just
as in the case of definite compounds. Still, after
solidification, the eutectic alloy will consist of
juxtaposed particles of both components.
The structure of these varies in different
eutectics. Sometimes the particles are like
scales or lamellae, sometimes like small spheres
or globules, sometimes they have a crystalline
appearance. In every case, however, they are
exceedingly minute and the structure of a
metallic eutectic is usually resolved under the
microscope only.
III. THE  PROCESS OF CRYSTALLISATION OF A
EUTECTIC
Let A and B be two metals insoluble one in
another in the solid state. Let temperatures
be plotted as ordinates and the percentage
composition as abscissas. Let the point E
denote the eutectic point. Let AE be the tem-
peratures of the beginning of solidification or the
" liquidus" of hypo-eutectic alloys, and BE
the liquidus for hyper-eutectic alloys. The
solidification will end " on the line CD"
(or " Solidus " line) at the constant eutectic
temperatures.
Such a diagram is called the ''Equilibrium "